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“Until one has loved an animal, a part of one's soul remains unawakened." ~Anatole France

From Jamie McAloon, Executive Director

Visit our website
www.mckameyanimalcenter.org 

and our Facebook page for updates on 
these and additional events. 

Paws to Read at Chattanooga Library 
(see story, pg. 2),  4-5 p.m.:

August 1, 15, September 5, 19
October 3, 17

Doggie Paddle, Warner Park: 
September 9 Time TBA 

Barktoberfest – October 21
Lexus Golf  Tournament, November 7

Black Friday “Name Your Own Price” 
Adoption Special,

November 24

Holiday All-Nighter, 
noon to midnight; December 15

_____________________
4500 North Access Road
Chattanooga, TN 37415

423-305-6500
Adoption Hours: 

Tues., Weds., Fri.: 11 am – 5:30 pm
Thurs.: 11 am – 7 pm

Sat.: 10 am – 4 pm
Sun.:  11 am - 4 pm

Closed Monday 

Rabies Vaccination Clinic at McKamey 
every Wednesday, 12-4 pm

For spay/neuter assistance, call 
423-305-6500, ext. 205

- Jamie

Humans have an innate drive to help and serve others. Be it diseases that need 
curing, homelessness or child abuse, we all have our causes to fight for. At 
McKamey Animal Center (MAC) we are passionate about the shelter and 
wellbeing of animals in our community, and about enabling their guardians to 
better care for them. This leads us to our next and most exciting phase as we 
prepare to celebrate our tenth year of operation in July of 2018.  

In light of the growth and changes to McKamey in recent years, the Board of 
Directors and Executive Director recognized the need to re-evaluate the 
organization’s mission and create a three-year strategic plan for the years 
2017-2020.   This plan will serve as a source of guidance for the McKamey board 
and executive leadership team, outlining the goals and strategies necessary to 
continue to strengthen the organization and enhance its long-term sustainability.     

Our priorities for ensuring sustainability and future growth are: Development and 
finances; Expansion and 
enhancement of MAC 
collaborations; Expansion of MAC 
programs and services; Board 
development and engagement; 
Volunteer program; Marketing; 
and Risk management. 

We’re building a humane 
community and we’re doing it by 
employing innovative strategies 
and approaches focused on the 
needs of our stakeholders. We are 
proud to serve the City of 
Chattanooga and, through our 
expanded outreach programs, to 
serve its surrounding communities 
as well. 

McKamey Animal Center Mission:  
SAVING ANIMALS, HELPING PEOPLE



I want to be a Superhero and make a monthly gift to McKamey Animal 
Center, to be charged automatically to my credit card.

Amount: $_____________  Card Type (credit or debit; Visa, MasterCard, 
AmEx, etc.) ____________________________________

Card #_______________________________ Security Code ________

Signature: ________________________________________________

     

I WANT TO BE AN ANGEL AND 
HELP THE ANIMALS
Donation Form

All donations help the homeless animals at McKamey Animal Center. 

Enclosed is my tax-deductible gift for

__$25  ___$50 ___$100  ___$500  Other $_____________
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Name: __________________________________________________________________________

Address:__________________________________City/State/Zip:______________________________

Email: _____________________________________Phone: __________________________________

Newsletter Memorial __  Honorarium __ ($40) for__________________________________________

Please notify the following person of my contribution: 

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________

Address/City/State/Zip: _______________________________________________________________

By Ruth Maxwell

Where can you go to see a child reading to a dog, a pre-schooler telling a story to a dog, or a mom with a 
toddler on her lap reading to a dog? You can see all this at the Chattanooga Public Library every 1st and 3rd 
Tuesday from 4:00-5:00 p.m. This program is called Paws to Read, sponsored by McKamey Animal 
Center. It is a non-threatening environment where a child can read or tell stories to a dog and the dog just 
listens, along with getting a few hugs and kisses. Dogs don’t tease, laugh or judge the child. One parent 
thought this environment would be great for her dyslexic daughter so she would feel comfortable trying 
to read without feeling like everyone was watching and laughing at her. This mom wanted her daughter 
to develop self-confidence in reading, so she was very excited that this service was being provided. It has 
been observed over and over again that children’s reading abilities improve as they gain confidence reading 
to dogs.

Paws to Read has also helped to get at least one of the shelter dogs, Elle, adopted, after a little 
girl fell in love with her reading buddy. You can’t ask for anything better than a 
program that helps foster literacy and pet adoption! 

“Outside of a dog, a book is man’s best friend. Inside of a dog it’s too 
dark to read.” – Groucho Marx
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Animal Abandonment is against the law. If you witness the 
abandonment of an animal, get as much information as you can—description 
of person involved, the vehicle color, type and model, car tag, time, date, 
address, description of animal, etc., and call your local law enforcement 
agency and animal control agency. 

Among the recent cases of abandonment that McKamey is actively pursuing 
are these two situations: A dog, an extremely thin male pit bull, 
approximately 4 years old with white and brindle coloring and a red collar 
made of braided rope, was discovered abandoned in the 11 block of Hooker 
Road in Chattanooga between May 10th and 11th. The dog was found inside 
a plastic dog house, barely conscious and unable to stand. A black Ford truck 
(late 80s/early 90s model) with custom wheels was identified entering the area 
with the dog house in the bed of the truck, and later leaving the area without 
it.
 
McKamey veterinary staff attempted to save the dog but he did not survive. There is a $1000 reward for information leading 
to the arrest and conviction of persons involved with the neglect and abandonment of this animal. Contact McKamey Animal 
Center’s tip line at 423-305-6508, or email jmcaloon@mckameyanimalcenter.org.
 
A second incident occurred when a video camera captured a woman driving a blue Dodge Ram truck, along with a male 
accomplice, abandoning two sick puppies in the parking lot of a local business. McKamey animal services officers responded 
to a call about the puppies and attempted to rescue them, but they did not survive. The woman was identified by several 
witnesses as Brittany D. Stewart of Chickamauga, Georgia. She appeared in court on June 29th, charged with Cruelty to 
Animals. A second court date is scheduled for August. McKamey wishes to thank the community for their support in this case.

 
Cruel neglect. McKamey received a call about a dog in the 
St. Elmo area reported to have a cut on her neck. The animal 
services officer discovered a dog in a small wire cage with a 
severely lacerated and infected wound from a collar that had 
grown so deeply into her neck that it severed the flesh and 
muscle tissues almost to the bone. McKamey’s veterinary staff 
performed several surgeries on Essie, as she has been named, 
and thankfully she is recovering.
 
YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!  If you witness or 
suspect animal cruelty, call police, or, in Chattanooga, 
McKamey Animal Center at 423-305-6500. In Hamilton 
County, contact the Humane Educational Society at 
423-624-5302 or, after hours, 423-624-8353. For East Ridge 
residents, contact East Ridge Animal Services at 423-664-0271 
or, after hours, 423-622-1725. 

McKamey Animal Center 

On The Front Lines Against Cruelty
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IN HONOR OF...
Jeff Guild, from Amelia Nichols
Jean McKamey, from Julia Grimes
Roberta Schmidt, from Marsha Elrod & Karen Schavey
Monique and Jeff Gefter, from Julia Gefter
Lee Towery on her birthday, from Sonia Young, Marie Chinery, Bobby Stone
Gary Steele, from Frances Flowers
Assistant CSLA Principal Jenna Ormsby, from Roberta Echols
Patrick Kelley, from Hope Dugan
Karla McKamey & Bob McKamey, from Charles Allen & Bruce Baird
Mimi Hedwig, from Edward & Suzanne Barels, Roberta Messner, Erika Schafer
Andrew Cagle, from John Warren
“My beloved brother Sumanote Bunnag,” from Ampaporn Mattox
Scott Wade, from Kim Gavin, Brett Williams, Karen Kruesi of the Peckerwood 
Foundation, Lee Abelson, Susie Fisher, Phyllis Miller
Julie Riviello, from Achille Riviello
The birthdays of Emma Pratt, Beckler Durst, and Lyla Schenck, from Reed 
Durst, Anonymous
Jonah Lasley, PCH, from Community Foundation of Southern Indiana
Grace Jones, from Phil Stewart
Brody & Ridley Gavin, from Beverly Teague
Davis on his birthday, from Jill Ryan, Anonymous
The dog Tucker, who sadly passed away at only one and a half years old, from 
Leslie Niedergeses
Sandy, from Pam Schweighart
Mother’s Day, from Richard Clements
Les Bush & Sue Power, from Marie Chinery
In Lieu of Gifts for Birthday Party, from Erin Wiles
Abbey, from Jean Hatch
Julia Anderson, from Klara Collins

IN MEMORY OF...
Robert Coulter III, from Mitchell Bryant
Caitlin Puckett, from Sonya Lindquist
Susan Donnovin, from Jennifer Davis, Hume Davenport, Adelaide Naumann
Robert McRae, from Dawn Ballard, John & Robin Martin, Mountain Empire 
Surgery Center, Deborah Confer, Lee Anne Duncan
Ian Majoras, from Rhonda Majoras
Janice Hodges, from Anonymous
Dollie (for Nancy Dunlap), from Caroline Dunlap
Greg Carrier, from Regina Young, Brenda McConnell
Madeleine Hayes, from Connie Edwards, Omicron Mu Chapter – Epison Sigma 
Alpha International
Elaine Karen Smith, from Sandra Webb 
Michael Julien Bonnard, from Richard Park
Roseanne Butler-Mitchell, from Robert Mitchell
Jack Born, from Leslie Collins, Kay & Barry Wilson
Jessica Yates, from Sarah Copeland
Phantom Larossi, from Corte Larossi
John Cox, from Doris Chambers
Kitco Kelly, from Faye Kelly
Gudrun McBryar-Manis, from Teresa Keller, Connie Perrin
Timothy Lee Lankford, from Roger Forgey
Felix Gumnick, from Anne Swanson
Eleven, from Timothy Newton
John Cox, from Steven Boaz
Chief Dropkin, from Mimi and Doug Hedwig
Cheryl Capp, from Frances Durham

Stacie S. Gregory, from Treneka Jackson, Paulina Cassidy, Mona Linder, 
Katherine Byram, Patty Counts, Tanya Collyer, Donna Mason
Judge Douglas A. Meyer, from Deena Drummond, Jack Heppner, Misty King; 
Summers, Rufolo and Rodgers, PC; Deborah Schadt, Tonya Willis, Karen 
Kutensky, Melanie Clark
Charlie, beloved companion to Janice Groseclose, from Larry Castleberry
Ted Hewatt, from Robert Barton
Fannie Mae Redish, from Dana Shavin
Marilyn Corder, from Jan Kier
Malcom B. Daniell M.D., from Charlene Daniell
Ted Gugler, from Colleen Malone, Joyce Vandeventer
Thomas Weber, from Steve Erwin, Thomas Schater, Connie Griffin, Marie 
Schmitt, Heather Bugler
Nancy Dube’ Calogeras, from her son Richard Dube’, Katie Benns, Lisa Dixon 
of Baltimore Ravens, Maria Cavanaugh, Susan Leach of 8K Solutions, Vivian 
Root, Alison & Davis Rowles, Jeff Dube’, Holly Keegan, Leslie Dickson, Michael 
Kalstrom
Cindy Grant, from Sherry Pickle of Triumphant Quartet
Nathan Ray Gregory, from Michael Tallman
Shaddow Cat, from Aaron Whipple
Scooter Elliott, from Jean Massengale
Baxter, from Cindy Wilkey
Cindy Young, from Pam Hartley
Douglas Meyer, from Christie Laird
Donald Turney, from Rachiel Ballinger of US Probation Flower Fund, Edward 
Hooper
Marcia Parker, from Patricia Atchley, Karen Rennich, Bonnie Ramp, Kathleen 
Cauthen
Linda “Chigger” Overholt, from Michael Card
Cindy Johnson, from Caroline Guy, Kristin Allen, Ralph Whitmire
Sadie (dog), from Amber & Ken Clay
Mike Potter, from Steven Thomas, Kate Sanders, Debra Conaway
MoonPie, from Dorothy McCallen
Cindy, from Austin & Marina Jackson
James Michael Potter, from Donna Coley
Ed Edmundson, from Cross of Christ Lutheran Church
Mark Cunningham, from Robert Cunningham

Another one saved, just in time. With Officer Tiffany Newcomb
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McKamey’s photo and design team showcase our animals and get them adopted!
Beautiful, character-filled photographs of our adoptable animals, posted on PetFinder and 
social media, draw potential adopters to the shelter, sometimes from far away. 

It all begins when volunteers 
Dianne Roland and Greg 
Gould, partners in 
photography and life, take 
pictures of newly arrived dogs 
and cats. They are both wildlife 
photographers whose work has 
gained local recognition. 
“Hummingbirds are much 
easier to photograph than these 
animals,” Greg says. “Dogs are 
jumpy and cats squirmy.” Also, 
Dianne adds, “wildlife is easier 
because they’re living in their 
usual habitat, doing what 

comes naturally – whereas the shelter is a strange environment.”  “It’s a real challenge,” 
Greg says, “but it develops your skills. If you’re a novice photographer and you want 
practice, this is the best school you could go to.” 

Volunteer designer Dee Mullinix Davenport then takes the photographers’ work and 
creates winning posters for online distribution and to keep in a binder at the shelter’s 
reception desk for visitors to browse through. The result? – many happy matches! 

“Worth 1000 words…”
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SPECIAL SERVICES AVAILABLE AT MCKAMEY ANIMAL CENTER 

DNA tests, $80 • Microchips, $25 • Wednesday vaccine clinics, 12-4; vaccines and some services at reduced fees • Free or 
low-cost spay/neuter services • Adoption specials throughout the year • Memorial or tribute pavers, wall plaques, newsletter 
honorariums: Call Samantha Vincent, Administrative Assistant, 423-305-6502; or if you call the main line (423-305-6500) 
choose extension 108.  

“OMG! MCKAMEY DID ALL THAT?!!!”

FROM OUR SCRAPBOOK...FROM OUR SCRAPBOOK...

Showing love to our 
great volunteers at 

Volunteer 
Appreciation Picnic

Our wildly successful 
Trailblazer program 
allows people to take a 
shelter dog out for the 
day. 

Ice cream social and 
microchip clinic. 330 
animals microchipped, 
150 for free!

Springtime Kitten 
Shower, preparing for 

the annual cuteness 
(and work!) overload

Free vaccine clinic, East Lake Community Center



Karen Wilson, Volunteer Coordinator
Volunteers are key to the smooth running of an animal 
shelter, walking dogs, socializing cats, cleaning and 
feeding, facilitating adoptions offsite and on-, showcasing 
adoptable animals on social media, and so much more. 

It takes an organized person to train and schedule 
McKamey’s over 200 volunteers -- and more than that, it 
takes someone who can make people want to contribute. 
That’s Karen Wilson. A former lawyer, she’s got the 
organization thing down pat, but she’s also – in her quiet, 
non-pressuring way -- a great motivator. 

She started out as a volunteer herself, but in 2014 moved into employment at the shelter as Jamie McAloon’s executive 
assistant. As she watched part-time volunteer coordinators come and go, she says, “I saw that the program was struggling, 
and wanted to make a difference. Also I wanted something that was my own project.” 

Karen’s favorite part of the job is getting to know a diverse group of people who are all, like her, committed to helping 
animals. The special needs she sees in the volunteer program right now are for weekday dog walkers, and greeters and tour 
guides in Adoptions. 

“I love animals,” says this devoted owner of two cats at present, and dogs in the past, “and it gives me satisfaction to help a 
whole lot of them, even if it’s indirectly through getting volunteers to do much of the hands-on stuff.” As the picture shows, 
however, furry hugs and sloppy kisses are still part of her job description, and that suits her fine. 
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Keely Frederick, Admissions Counselor  
Adoptions – triage – back to adoptions – and now, admissions: 
Keely Frederick has done it all. And it has given her a real 
perspective on issues involving shelter animals. “I wish people 
would be more willing to be educated about vaccinations, 
worms and heartworms,” she says.  “I wish people would see 
their animals as family members, not just ‘until I have a baby, 
until we move.’ “

But she does understand that sometimes people legitimately 
can’t find a place to live that will accept their animal. She also 
wishes that landlords would become better educated. “There 
was a man who called the shelter repeatedly for recommenda-
tions of apartments that would accept his breed of dog. He 
couldn’t find anyplace, so had to surrender his pet.” 

Working in Admissions is as much about compassion for people 
as for animals, and Keely has a big heart. “There was a man who 
came in, saying he needed to surrender his Jack Russell because 
he didn’t have time for him. But I could tell he didn’t want to, 
he was torn up about it. So we talked. And in the end he decided 
he would find a way to keep his dog. That made me happy.” 



4500 North Access Rd.
Chattanooga, TN 37415

423.305.6500
 www.mckameyanimalcenter.org  

Adopt Viza and get ready for a 
merry season—plus year-round 
love and smiles.  

Hello! My name is Mini. I was rescued 
from terrible neglect thanks to 
McKamey. I’m learning that people 
can be kind and, once I trust you, 
there’s no end to my affection. I’m 
easy on the leash and a gentle 
companion who will be so grateful for 
a loving home at last. Maybe yours?

Hey there! We’ve been here a long time, through no fault of our own. We’re wonderful 
pets, just waiting to love you!  Come meet us and prepare to lose your heart.

Hi! I’m Moxxy. I’m smart – a real 
whiz at solving doggie puzzles, and 
taking well to training. I’m a high 
energy girl with a lot of puppy in me 
still, so an active person or family 
would be my dream.  Will you make 
my dream come true?

Good day – I am Duchess, but you 
may call me Your Grace. Seriously, I 
may come off as a bit of a diva, but I 
can be very friendly and affectionate. 
I’m just the independent type. I will 
give you your space, but don’t be 
surprised when I hop into your lap for 
cuddles!


